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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

I. Missions in the Life of Abraham. 

1 His Origin and Early Associations. 

'*Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence ye were digged. 
Look unto Abraham your father." Is. 51 :l-2. 

(a) Prom Ur of the Chaldees. Gen. 11:28; 16:7. 

(b) His father Terah ** served other Gods." Josh. 
24:2. 

(c) His nephew Laban was an idolator. Gen. 
31 :19, 30. 

2 God*s Call and Covenant^ 

''which he made with Abraham, and his oath 
unto Isaac; and confirmed the same unto Jacob." 
\\ Ps. 105:9, 10. 

r-^ (1) The Missionary Call. 

a **The Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of 

<3i thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 

^ thy father's house, unto the land that I will 

show thee: and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee and make thy 
V name great;* and be thou a blessing; and I 

^ will bless them that bless thee, and him that 

curseth thee will I curse ; and in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.** Gen. 
12 :l-3. 

* Moses' name is g^reat among the Jews, Jesus* among Christians and 
Mohammed's among the Moslems; but Jews, Christians and Moslems alike 
trace the beginnings of their faith to Abraham and claim him as their spirit- 
ual father. 
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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

(2) The Missionary Covenant, 

**The Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto 
him, I am God Almighty; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. And I will make my 
covenant between me and thee, and will mul- 
tiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on 
his face; and God talked with him, saying. 
As for me, behold my covenant is with thee, 
and thou shalt be the father of a multitude of 
nations. Neither shall thy name any more be 
called Abramy but thy name shall be A bra- 
ham; for the father of a multitude of nations 
have I mude thee, " Gen. 17 :l-5. 

** Abraham received a seal of the righteousness 
of the faith which he had, while he was in 
uncircumcision, that he might be the father of 
all them that believe ^ though they be in uncir- 
cumcision .... for not through the law 
(or through law) was the promise to Abraham 
or to his seed that he should be heir of the 
worlds but through the righteousness of faith, 
to the end that the promise may be sure to all 
the seed; not to that only which is of the law, 
but to that also which is of the faith of Abra- 
hamy who is the father of us all^ as it is writ- 
teny A father of many nations have I made 
thee:' Rom. 4:11-17. 

**And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abra- 
ham that which I do; seeing that Abraham 
shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in himV Gen. 18:17, 18. 

**By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, 
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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

because thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son, that I will bless thee exceedingly 
and greatly multiply thy seed, as the stars 
of heaven and as the sand which is upon the 
sea shore .... and in thy seed shall 

. all the nations of the earth be blessed, " Gen. 
22 :16-18. 

** Know therefore that they which be of faith, 
the same are sons of Abraham. And the 
Scripture y foreseeing that God would justify 
the nations by faith^ preached the gospel 
beforehand unto Abraham^ sayings In thee 
shall all the nations be blessed, Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law 
.... that upon the nations might come the 
blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus. Gal. 
3:7-14. 

**The Lord appeared unto Isaac and said, 
Sojourn in the land, and I will be with thee 
and will bless thee .... and I will estab- 
lish the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy 
father, and I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of heaven .... and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed*' G^n. 
26:2-4. 

**And Jacob dreamed and behold a ladder 
.... and behold, the Lord stood above it 
and said, I am the Lord, the Grod of Abra- 
ham thy father, and the Grod of Isaac, .... 
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth 
.... and in thee and in thy seed, shall alt 
the families of the earth be blessed,** Gren. 
28 :12-14. 
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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

3 Abraham's Missionary Life, 

(1) His Prompt and Complete Obedience, 

**The Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee." Gen. 12:1. 

** Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go 
out unto a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance, and he went out not knowing 
whither he went." Heb. 11:8. 

** So Abram went, as the Lord had spoken unto 
him." Gen. 12:4. 

"And the servant said, .... Must I needs 
bring thy son again unto the land from 
whence thou camest ? And Abraham said 
unto him. Beware thou that thou bring not 
my son thither again." Gen. 24:5-8. 

(2) His Unsettled Pilgrim Life. 

"Abraham became a sojourner in the land of 
promise as in a land not his own, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise." Heb. 11 :9. 

"These died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth." Heb. 11:13. 

(3) His Witness for God in a God-less Land. 

"And Abram passed through the land unto the 
place of Shechem, and the Canaanite was 
then in the land. And there builded he an 
altar unto the Lord." Gen. 12:6, 7. 
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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

** And he removed from thence unto the moun- 
tam on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent; 
and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, 
and called upon the name of the Lord." Gen. 
12:8. 

** And he went on his journey from the south 
even to Bethel, unto the place of the altar, 
which he had made there at the first; and 
there Abram called on the name of the Lord." 
Gen. 13:3, 4. 

*'And Abram moved his tent, and 6ame and 
dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in 
Hebron, and built there an altar unto the 
Lord." Gen. 13:18. 

** And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer- 
sheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lord, the everlasting God." Gen. 21:33. 

(4) One of His Converts (Eliezer of Damascus). 

(a) His place of trust in Abraham's household. 
Gen. 15:2,3; 24:2. 

(b) His obedience and faithfulness to a great 
commission. (Query: Are we as faithful to 
ours?) Gen. 24:1-11 (also Mark 16:15). 

(c) His prayer life illustrated. Gen. 24:12-27. 

(d) His seeking first the interests of his master. 
"And now, if ye will deal kindly and truly 
with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me; 
that I may turn to the right hand or to the 

left And he tarried all night, and rose 

up in the morning and said, Send me away 
unto my master Hinder me not, see- 
ing that the Lord hath prospered my way; 
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MISSIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

send me away that I may go unto my master." 
Gen. 24:49, 64-56. 

(5) Abraham's Ministry of Intercession, 

** The cry of Sodom." Gen. 18 :20. 
"Abraham drew near." Gen. 18:23; Heb. 10: 

19-22. 
** Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 

Gen. 18:25. 
'• I will speak unto the Lord." Gen. 18:27, 30, 

31, 32. 
** Grod remembered Abraham." Gen. 19 :29. 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

At least twenty -six of the one hiindred and fifty 
psalms have a pronounced missionary message, and 
seven of these have missions as their absorbing theme. 
These great missionary songs of the early church are 
Psalms 2, 47. 67, 72, 96, 98, and 117. 

I. The Desperate Condition and Need of the 
Unevangelized Nations. 

1 Psalm 9:5-8y 15-20 proclaims the righteous judg- 
ments of Grod on **all the nations that forget 
God. " What God has done with Sodom, with the 
Canaanites, with Babylon and with the other cities 
and nations of antiquity, whose "very memo- 
rial is perished/' He will do with the **d3dng 
nations" of the twentieth century. **Will the 
heathen be lost?" They are lost already! They 
^* are sunk down in the pit that they have made " 
and will soon be **one with Nineveh and Tyre." 
But, notwithstanding this fact, **the needy shall 
not always be forgotten," as the Christian world 
(so-called) has forgotten them, **nor the expecta- 
tion of the poor perish forever." **God did visit 
the Grentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
name" (Acts 15:14), and it is the program of mis- 
sions not to forget His needy ones, nor allow the 
reasonable expectation of His poor to perish. 

2 Psalm J4.:20 is a plea, based on the needs of the 
Christless world, that God would hasten the fulfiU- 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

ment of His missionary covenant to Abraham, 
His ear is always open to the cry of the oppressed, 
and the spiritual, moral and physical condition of 
the non-Christian world to-day should move Grod's 
people with a mighty missionary impulse and 
prompt anew the psalmist's prayer of intercession^ 
**Have respect unto the covenant, for the dark, 
places of the earth are full of the habitations of 
violence." 

n. The Comparative Indifference of GrOD*s People 
TO THE World's Need. 

1 Psalm 78:1-10 is an indictment against ** the chil-* 
dren of Ephraim," who *' being armed, turned 
back in the day of battle," and ** kept not the cov- 
enant of God. " It also charges with the responsi- 
bility for their own generation's life those who 
received the *' testimony" and ''law" of God, 
''which he commanded that they should make 
known," **that the generation to come might 
know them, that they might set their hope m 
God." 

2 Psalm 82:8 is a prayer to God (doubtless sincere) 
to take possession of His inheritance. "Arise, 
O God, judge the earth, for thou shalt inherit all 
the nations." It reminds one of the prayers of the 
children of Israel at the Red Sea and God's 
answer, ** Wherefore criest thou unto me ? Speak 
unto the children of Israel that they go forward. " 
There are appropriate times for prayer, and there 
are prayers appropriate to the times, but the 
greatest present ne^ of the church of Grod is of a. 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

forward movement ^ **that they" actually '*go for- 
ward," as an evidence of their faith that God will 
answer prayer and fulfill His missionary covenant. 
While we are praying, ** Arise, O God," He is 
saying to us^ ^* Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth and gross 
darkness the people, but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 
thee:' 

3 Psalm 87:4. must have been **an hard saying" to 
the Jews, who considered that they had a religious 
monopoly in their day, as many Christians think 
that they have in this: **I will make mention of 
Rahab (Egypt) and Babylon as among them that 
know me. Behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Ethi- 
opia: this one was bom there." Surely God is no 
respecter of persons or of nations. He may yet 
provoke us to jealousy by despised nations who 
shall receive honorable mention among them that 
know God, and perhaps gladly give their lives and 
substance and prayers to the fulfilling of the great 
missionary commission which so-called ** Chris- 
tian nations" have trifled with so long. 

4 Psalm 4.6:10 is God's rebuke to ** Christendom," 
as well as the declaration of His unchangeable pur- 
pose toward the non-Christian world. It should 
silence all opposition to missions and calm the 
fears of timid Christians as to their outcome. 
**Be still and know that I am Grod: I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth." 

II 



MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

III. The Responsibility of God's People for the 
World's Evangelization. 

1 The second Psalm^ beginning -with the exclama- 
tion, **Why do the nations rage and the peoples 
imagine a vain thing ?" and announcing the futility 
of their opposition, promises that, in answer to 
prayer^ the nations will be given to Christ for 
His inheritance and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession. It is further prom- 
ised that the political and priestly combinations 
that even now oppose the progress of Christ's 
kingdom, and rule and ruin their thousand million 
victims, will be broken with a rod of iron and 
dashed in pieces like a potter's vessel. Some have 
spoken sneeringly of missions as a mere ** wreck- 
ing expedition," as if for that reason they were 
unworthy of our concern. But in the wreck 
(already in progress) of these colossal systems of 
superstition, cruelty, oppression and fraud, the 
eternal destinies of one thousand millions of our 
race and generation are involved, and we hold in 
trust for every one of them the message of a 
salvation that can transform him into the moral 
likeness of the Son of God. 

2 The 6jth Psalm shows us God, ourselves, and the 
nations and peoples of the earth in a living chain 
of cause and effect. God and ourselves united, by 
prayer to God, and mercies, blessings and favors 
from God to us; the nations and peoples of the 
earth, in their need of knowing God's way and His 
saving health, turning expectantly toward us, with 
our rich heritage of answered prayer. **God be 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his face to 
shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon 
earthy thy saving health among all nations y If 
these answered prayers are applied to the nations' 
needs, **all the ends of the earth shall fear God," 
** all the peoples will praise him," and ** the nations 
will be glad and sing for joy. " Incidentally this is 
a model prayer, in that it bases our plea for mercy, 
blessing and favor on the crying needs of the non- 
Christian world. "Seekest thou great things for 
thyself? Seek them not." ** But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God." 

3 The g6th Psalm is a call of Grod to His people to 
**show forth his salvation from day to day," to 
** declare his glory among the nations, his marvel- 
ous works among all the peoples," and to **say 
among the nations. The Lord reigneth." This 
psalm also calls the peoples of the earth to **give 
unto the Lord the glory due unto his name," to 
** bring an offering and come into his courts," to 
^ **worship the Lord and tremble before him." All 

^ nature also is called to rejoice ** before the Lord, 

I for he Cometh to judge the earth," to ** judge the 

world with righteousness and the peoples with his 
truth." 



1/ 






4 Psalm 65:2^ 5 suggests a new relation of prayer 
and missions, not so much prayer for the progress 
of missions as missions for the promotion of the 
universal practice of availing prayer. **0 thou 
that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come." 
**By terrible things thou wilt answer us in right- 
eousness, O God of our salvation, thou that art the 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK OF THE PSALMS. 

confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them 
that are afar ofiE upon the sea." 

5 Psalm 86:g^ lo is a remarkable illustration of the 
vital connection between missions and a deep reli* 
gious life and sense of personal need of God. The 
psalm is really a prayer and almost wholly per- 
sonal, but in the midst of it is this clear recogni- 
tion of the ultimate triumph of the kingdom of 
God. As we know God we understand and appre- 
ciate the necessity that all should know Him, and 
because of what we know of God we believe that 
His cause will triumph to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. "All nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and 
they shall glorify thy name. For thou art great 
and doest wondrous things; thou art God alone." 

IV. The Vision of Victory. 

1 The 4.7 th Psalm is a vision of God as *'a great 
King over all the earth," who ** reigneth over the 
nations." **The princes of the peoples are gath- 
ered together to be the people of the God of 
Abraham." In view of this, ** the peoples" are to 
** shout unto God with the voice of triumph." 

2 The y2d Psalm^ a prayer and a prophecy for **the 
king's son," though written primarily concerning 
the reign of Solomon, has been generally regarded 
by the church as having its truest fulfillment in 
the more glorious kingdom of ** great David's 
greater Son." It is the object of Christian mis- 
sions to help to usher in that kingdom and to 
prepare the way of Him who ** shall have 
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dominion also from sea to sea and from the River 
unto the ends of the earth. There shall be abun- 
dance of com in the earth upon the top of the 
mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Leb- 
anon All nations shall serve him 

His name shall endure forever Blessed be 

his glorious name forever; and let the whole earth 
be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen." 

3 The gSth Psalm declares that **the Lord hath 
made known his salvation and openly showed his 
righteousness in the sight of the nations/' and 
that *' all the ends of the earth have seen the sal- 
vation of our God. " 

4 Psalm 22:2y^ 28 gains emphasis from its context. 
It is the psalm that portrays so vividly and 
minutely the sufferings and death of the world's 
coming Redeemer that also declares the glorious 
outcome of these sufferings when **he shall see 
of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied'^ 
(Is. 63:11), when **all the ends of the earth shall 
remember and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee^ 
for the kingdom is the Lord's; and he is the rtder 
over the nations." 

^ Psalm I02:ij''22 may refer to the times in which 
we live or those which we may help to usher in: 
** Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion; for 
it is time to have pity upon her, yea, the set time 
is come. For thy servants take pleasure in her 
stones and have pity upon her dust. So the 
nations shall fear the name of the Lord, and all 
the kings of the earth thy glory. For the Lord 
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hath built up Zion, he hath appeared in his glory; 
he hath regarded the prayer of the destitute, and 
hath not despised their prayer. This shall be 
written for the generation to come; and a people 
which shall be created shall praise the Lord .... 
when the peoples are gathered together, and the 
kingdoms, to serve the Lord." 

Note also Psalms 24:1. 

33 :8-15. 
48:10. 
60:1. 
66:3, 4. 
68:31, 32. 
97:1-6, 
103:19. 
117. 
138:4, 5. 
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PROPHETIC VISIONS OF THE WORLD- 

WIDE KINGDOM. 

I. Isaiah's Missionary Messages. 

•* Isaiah is very bold." Rom. io':2o. 

1 He is bold to declare the whole counsel of God 
regarding the unlimited purpose and progress of 
His kingdom on earth. 

The Jews, as a rule, considered themselves a close 
religious corporation and were, as a rule, offen- 
sively partisan. **The People of God, Limited," 
was not an attractive corporate sign for a foreign 
missionary society. But, in the face of their 
colossal selfishness and race prejudice, this far- 
sighted and courageous man of God proclaimed the 
scope and significance of His world-encircling 
kingdom. 

(1) He proclaimed their coming King as the hope 

of heathen nations. Then, as now, there were 

many that said, **The need at home is so great 

it is folly to send good money, men and prayers 

to the heathen ; save Israel and you will save the 

world, or, at least, that part of it most worth 

saving." But God orders otherwise. 

** Yea, he saith, it is too light a thing that thou 

shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes 

of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 

Israel; I will also give thee for a light to the 

Gentiles (heathen) that thou mayest be my 

salvation unto the end of the earth 
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PROPHETIC VISIONS OF THE WORLD-WIDE KINGDOM. 

Lo, these shall come from far; and, lo, these 
from the north and from the west, and these 
from the land of Sinim." Is. 49:6, 12. 
** He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles 
(heathen) .... and the isles shall wait for 
his law." Is. 42:1,4. 
' ** Behold, I have given him for a witness to the 
peoples (heathen), a leader and commander to 
the peoples. Behold, thou shalt call a nation 
that thou knowest not, and a nation that knew 
not thee shall run unto thee, because of the 
Lord, thy God; for he hath glorified thee." 
Is. 55:5. 
(2) He proclaims God's mighty power back of His 
missionary purpose, and it reminds us of the 
similar announcement in Christ's great mission- 
ary commission of, **A11 authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth ; go ye, 
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations. ** 
Through His faithful and fearless messenger, 
Isaiah, God says: — . 
** I will make my judgment to rest for a light of 

the peoples (heathen) My salvation is 

gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the 
peoples; the isles shall wait for me, and on 
mine arm shall they trust." Is. 51:4, 5. 
** The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations (heathen nations) ; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God." Is. 52:10. 
** For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and 
as the garden causeth the things that are sown 
in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will 
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cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations." Is. 61:11. 
**The Lord God, which gathereth the outcasts 
of Israel, saith, Yet will I gather others to 
him, beside his own that are gathered. " Is. 
56:8. 

(3) He proclaims the right of the heathen to the 
gospel and the favor of God, jealous Jews and 
caviling Christians to the contrary notwith- 
standing, **Also the strangers that join them- 
selves to the Lord .... even them will I bring 
to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
my house of prayer: their offerings and sacri- 
fices shall be accepted .... for mine house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.'* 
Is. 66:6, 7. 

** Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as doves 
to their windows ? . . . . And strangers shall 
build up thy walls, and their kings shall minis- 
ter unto thee." Is. 60:8, 10. 
** I am inquired of by them that asked not after 
me; I am found of them that sought me not: 
I said. Behold me, behold me, unto a nation 
that was not called by my name." Is. 65:1. 
** Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of 
the earth .... by myself have I sworn. 
That unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear." Is. 45:22, 23. 

« 

2 Isaiah is bold to point out to the people of God the 
nature of their responsibility for the world's evan- 
gelization. 

It is not merely the question, What are we doing 
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with the gospel, left in trust with us for a perish- 
ing world? But there is a more fundamental ques- 
tion than this, namely. What are we doing with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is able to save us to 
the uttermost, and make us a saving power in the 
world? 

** Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the peoples; but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 
And nations shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising." Is. 60 :l-3. 
** And in that day shall ye say. Give thanks unto 
the Lord, declare his doings among the peoples 
(heathen), make mention that his name is 
exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done 
excellent things: let this be known in all the 
earth." Is. 12:4, 5. 

II. The Prime Minister of a World Empire Sees 
Visions of a Greater and More Enduring 
Kingdom. 

** The God of heaven shall set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty 
thereof be left to another people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever." Daniel 2:44. 

** I saw in the night visions, and behold, there came 
with the clouds of heaven one like unto a Son of 
man, and he came even to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given unto him dominion and glory and 
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a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and lan- 
guages should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion^ which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed. *' Daniel 7 :13, 14. 
**The saints of the Slost High shall receive the 
kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, even 

forever and ever And the kingdom and 

the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High : his king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him." Daniel 7:18, 27. 

III. An Old Testament Object Lesson. 

The sneers of sceptics and the controversy of critics 
on minor matters have so drawn away attention 
from the great facts of the book of Jonah that 
multitudes of Christians never consider its mis- 
sionary significance. Nineveh, ** that great city," 
was foreign mission ground — ^lik^ Calcutta, Bom- 
bay or Peking — eighteen miles long by fourteen 
miles wide, and with a million inhabitants. **And 
the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying. Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great 
city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid 
thee. So Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh, 

according to the word of the Lord And 

the people of Nineveh believed God; and they 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. And 
the king arose from his throne .... and sat. 
in ashes. And he made a proclamation, saying, 
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Let neither man nor beast taste anything nor 
drink water, and let them cry mightily unto God , 
yea, let them turn every one from his evil way. 
.... And God saw their works that they 
turned from their evil way ; and God repented of 
the evil which he said he would do unto them, 
and he did it not." Jonah 3 :1-10. 

Christ said (Luke 11:30) that ** Jonah became a sign 
unto the Ninevites," that is, he preached in the 
power of a man alive from the dead. They saw 
in him a wonder, and in the story of his miracu- 
lous deliverance from death that he might become 
God's messenger to them there came to them 
the suggestion of the powers of another world. 
And yet **a greater than Jonah is here" (Luke 
11:32), One '* declared to be the Son of God, 
with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead" (Rom. 1:4), and 
His messengers have back of them and beside 
them a power greater than that of the wonder 
prophet, in the Master's great commission, **A11 
authority hath been given unto me in heaven and 
on earth. Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of 
all the nations .... and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world." Matt. 
28:18,19. 

Several questions naturally suggest themselves. 

1 If God could use one missionary like Jonah for the 
conversion of a heathen city of a million inhabi- 
tants within thirty days, how many hundred years 
need it take to evangelize the world, and how 
many Christians would it take to do it if they were 
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living and working in the power of the resurrection 
life of Jesus Christ? 

2 If Jonah could not escape from the responsibility 
of becoming God's messenger to Nineveh, even by 
putting himself as far away from his mission field 
as the west is from the east, how shall we escape 
if we neglect to deliver the message of so great 
salvation as that wrought out and entrusted to us 
by Christ Himself, who also commanded us to **go 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to the 
whole creation"? 

3 If God could use a man as human as Jonah for 
the accomplishment of such a mighty work, and if 
it is true that God still chooses **the weak things 
of the world that he might put to shame the things 
that are strong," and if it is possible for us to 
**have this treasure in earthen vessels," what 
need prevent the average Christian of the present 
day from becoming associated effectively with 
Jesus Christ in His mighty works in the mission 
fields of the unevangelized world? 

IV. Four *• Watchmen" that Looked for **the 
Morning." (Ps. 130:6.) 

1 Habakkuk. 

"Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the 
peoples (heathen) labor for the fire, and the 
nations weary themselves for vanity? For the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 
Hab. 2:13, 14. 

2 Zepkaniah. 

'* For then will I turn to the peoples (heathen) a 

23 



PROPHETIC VISIONS OF THE WORLD-WIDE KINGDOM. 

pure language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to serve him with one con- 
sent." Zeph. 3:9. 

3 Zechariah, 

*• And many nations shall join themselves to the 
Lord in that day, and shall be my people." 
Zech. 2:11. 

** Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem; behold thy King 
Cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salva- 
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon 
a colt, the foal of an ass. And he shall speak 
peace unto the nations; and his dominion shall 
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the 
ends of the earth." Zech. 9:9, 10. 

4 Malachi. 

** For from the rising of the sun even unto the go- 
ing down of the same, my name is great among 
the Gentiles; and in every place incense is 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering; for 
my name is great among the Gentiles, saith the 
Lord of hosts. Mai. 1:11. 
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MISSIONS IN THE CHURCH OP PENTECOST. 

We refer to Pentecost, of course, not in the original 
Jewish sense, but in its Christian significance. The 
annual Jewish feast of that name has been relegated to 
comparative obscurity by an event which took place in 
the city of Jerusalem on that day, in the year of our 
Lord 33. The world, up to that time, had been divided 
into two warring camps, the Jew and the Gentile, but 
on that particular day of Pentecost there came into 
being a third great commonwealth, with which, hence- 
forth, both Jew and Gentile must reckon, the church of 
God (1 Cor. 10:32; Eph. 2:11-22). By **the church of 
Pentecost" we mean that church whose activities were 
largely directed by the men who received in their own 
lives the original impulse of the baptism of the Spirit of 
Grod on that eventful ** day of Pentecost," some of whose 
**Acts" have been recorded and preserved for our 
instruction in the things of the kingdom of God. 

I. The Church of Pentecost. 

1 The days immediately preceding Pentecost, 

(a) Jesus Christy having been ** crucified, dead and 
buried," but having ** risen from the dead," 
* * and declared to be the Son of God with power, " 
** appearing unto them by the space of forty 
days, and speaking the things concerning the 
kingdom of God,'' Acts 1:1-3; Rom. 1:1-5. 

(b) '* 7%^ eleven'' apostles y ^^ and them that were 
with themy" ** being assembled together with" 
Him, ** charged .... to wait for the promise 
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of the Father" that they might ** re- 
ceive power*' to become his ** witnesses unto the 
uttermost part of the earth." Luke 24;33, 
45-49; Acts 1:4-8. 

(c) ^* The upper chamber^ where they were abid- 
ing," and **with one accord continued stead- 
fastly in prayer, with the women, and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren." Acts 
1:13, 14. 

2 The Day of Pentecost, 

(a) ^^They were all together in one place," contin- 
uing ** steadfastly in prayer," and waiting ** for 
the promise of the Father," that they might 
become His "witnesses unto the uttermost part 
of the earth." Acts 2:1; 1:14, 4, 8. 

(b) Suddenly from heaven there came a sound as 
of a mighty wind; there appeared tongues like 
as of fire; it sat upon each one of them; they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit; they began 
to speak with other tongues ; there were present 
men from every nation ; these men heard, every 
man in his own language, the mighty works of 
God. Acts 2:1-11. 

(c) Peter ^ standing up with the eleven^ lifted up his 
voice and spake forth unto them. They heard, 
were pricked in their heart and said. What shall 
we do? Peter said. Repent, be baptized, and 
ye shall receive. There were added in that day 
about three thousand souls. They continued 
steadfastly in teaching, fellowship, breaking of 
bread, and in prayer. 
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3 The Church of Pentecost, 

(a) Numbers, 

Starting with a nucleus of ** about a hundred 
and twenty persons" that could be ** gath- 
ered together," it increased in a few days 
until ** the number of men came to be about 
five thousand." Acts 1:15; 4:4. 

(b) Composition, 

The original nucleus was made up of Jews of 
Palestine, principally from the province of 
Galilee. The increase of nearly five thou- 
sand men included **Jews from every nation 
under heaven," fifteen of which are men- 
tioned by name. Acts 2:5-11. 
It was evidently God's purpose to secure a 
church the members of which at the outset 



could be witnesses unto Him 
nation under heaven.'* 

(c) Characteristics, 

Teaching, 

Fellowship, 

Hospitality, 

Prayers, 

Community of interest, 

Unselfish generosity. 

Steadfastness, 

Unity, 

Gladness, 

Sincerity, 

Praise, 

Popularity, 

Pruitfulness, 
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Acts 2 :44, 45. 
Acts 4:32. 
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Mighty in prayer, 
Courageous in testimony, 
Seeking first the kingdom of 

God, 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, 



> Acts 4:23-36. 



4 The Old Testament Significance of the Day of 
Pentecost, 

**Pentecost, " \3ie fiftieth day after the day following 
the first Passover Sabbath, called ** the day of first 
fruits." 

* * When ye be come into the land which I shall give 
unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then 
ye shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your 
harvest unto the priest; and he shall wave the 
sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you. On 
the morrow after the Sabbath (the first Passover 
Sabbath) the priest shall wave it. And in the day 
when ye wave the sheaf ye shall offer a he-lamb 
without blemish of the first year for a burnt oflEer- 
ing unto the Lord. " Lev. 23 :10-12. 
This was the very day on which - Christ, the &rst 
fruits" of the resurrection, rose from the dead. 
Mark 16:1-6; 1 Cor. 15:20-23. 
** From the day that ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave offering .... shall ye number fifty days; 
and ye shall offer a new meal offering unto the 
Lord. Ye shall bring out of your habitations two 
loaves of fine flour for first fruits unto the Lord." 
Lev. 23:15-17. 

** The sheaf of the first fruits of the harvest " had 
been ** accepted," ** declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by 
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the resurrection from the dead"; the first loaves 
of the new harvest **were all together in one 
place"; **the day of Pentecost was now come"; 
the fields were ** white already unto harvest"; 
there were present ^^tnen from every nation under 
heaven^*' when that great event took place which 
not only brought into existence the church of God, 
but also imparted to that church the tides of 
energy sufficient for the world* s ingathering, 

II. Missionary Leadership of the Holy Spirit, 

1 Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer, 

Among the fifteen countries mentioned at Pente- 
cost two were in Africa — ^namely, Egypt and the 
northern part of Libya, both on the northern 
coast of the continent. But God then, as now, 
was interested in the heart of the **Dark Conti- 
nent," as in the sixty-eighth Psalm it had been 
prophesied that ** Ethiopia shall haste to stretch 
out her hands unto God." It is quite probable 
that Ethiopia had not been represented at Pente- 
cost ; but the Spirit of God, who brought together 
Philip and the Ethiopian **of great authority" 
had doubtless selected the man of greatest influ- 
ence and arranged the best time and circum- 
stances for his conversion. We have only the 
record (Acts 8:29) that **the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near and join thyself to this chariot" ; 
and after the occupant of the chariot had been 
** joined unto the Lord" **the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip." But the gospel war was 
being swiftly carried into Africa by this man of 
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God and of aflEairs as "he went on his way- 
rejoicing. " 

2 Cornelius^ the Roman Centurion, 

In this incident, as in that of the Ethiopian treas- 
urer, but little mention is made of the Holy Spirit 
The plot moves forward so smoothly that the 
leading Actor is scarcely noticed. This is true to 
the characteristic of the Holy Spirit mentioned by 
our Lord when He gave the promise of His com- 
ing as ** another Comforter, *' He shall not speak 
from (or of) himself." We read in the instance 
before us the simple record that ** while Peter 
thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him. 
Behold, three men seek thee. But arise and get 
thee down, and go with them, nothing doubting; 
for I have sent them.'' The whole church at 
Jerusalem, including the apostles, were at that 
time strongly prejudiced against ** foreign mis- 
sions," and it was necessary for the Spirit of God 
to take the leadership out of their hands and show 
them conclusively that ** beginning at Jerusalem" 
did not mean that they should concentrate their 
entire force there. When Peter returned to 
Jerusalem from the conversion of Cornelius "they 
contended with him," but "when they heard these 
things they held their peace and glorified God, 
saying. Then to the Gentiles (the heathen) also 
hath God granted repentance unto life." How 
strange this seems! Acts 10:19, 20, 44r-47; 11:2, 
8, 18. 

3 The First Missionary Church. 

" Now, there were at Antioch, in the church th! 
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was there, prophets and teachers And 

as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said^ Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them. Then, 
when they had fasted and prayed and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. So they, 
being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, went down to 
Seleucia, " Acts 1 3 : 1-4. 

The same Spirit of Grod who thrust forth these 
laborers into Christ's harvest guided them 
throughout their eventful journeyings until their 
return **to Antioch, from whence they had been 
committed to the grace of God for the work which 
they had fulfilled. And when they were come 
and had gathered the church together they 
rehearsed all things that Grod had done with 
them, and how that he had opened a door of 
faith unto the Gentiles (heathen)." Acts 14:26-28. 
It would be well in this connection to read the 
entire thirteenth and fourteenth chapters of Acts, 
to bring more vividly before us what we may 
expect from men who are **sent forth by the Holy 
Spirit," and also to remind ourselves that the 
Spirit of Grod is deeply interested in ** foreign 
missions." 

4 Foreign Missionaries from Asia to Europe. 

Paul and Silas, with Timothy and Luke, ** having 
been forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia .... attempted to go into 
Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them 
not." **And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night: there was a man of Macedonia standing 
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beseeching him, and sapng, Come over into 
Macedonia and help us. And when he had seen 
the vision, straightway we sought to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that Grod had called us for 
to preach the gospel unto them. Setting sail, 
therefore, from Troas, we made a straight 
course." It was plain sailing now that they were 
following the leadership of the Holy Spirit. All 
Europe was before them, and just beyond was 
America, and beyond America lay Japan and 
China and the Philippines and India. May the 
Spirit of God help us to see the vision ! 

III. Missionary Providences of the Early Church. 

1 The Church in Jerusalem Scattered Abroad, 

** And there arose on that day (of Stephen's mar- 
tjrrdom) a great persecution against the church 
which was in Jerusalem ; and they were all scat- 
tered abroad throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. They there- 
fore that were scattered abroad, went about 
preaching the word. And Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto them 
the Christ. And multitudes gave heed with one 

accord They that were scattered abroad 

traveled as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and 
Antioch, speaking the word to none save only 
to Jews. But there were some of them, who, 
at Antioch, spake unto the Greeks also, preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus, and a great number turned 
to the Lord. And the report came to the church 
in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, 
who, when he was come, and had seen, was glad, 
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and he exhorted them, and much people was 
added unto the Lord. And he went to Tar- 
sus to seek for Saul: and when he had found 
him, he brought him unto Antioch. And for a 
whole year they were gathered with the church, 
and taught much people. And the disciples 
were called Christians first at Antioch." Acts 
8;l-8; 11:19-26. 

The main point here is not the fact of God's provi- 
dence making **all things work together for good 
to them that love him," and causing even **the 
wrath of man to praise" Him, although this fact 
is of the utmost importance. But we are now con- 
cerned with the direction of that providence. It 
was not enough for the children of Israel to real- 
ize the existence and the immanence of the ** pil- 
lar of cloud and of fire," but in order to retain it 
with them, they must know in what direction it 
was moving^ and then follow it. These fires of 
persecution, beginning at Jerusalem with the death 
of the first Christian martyr to follow in the foot- 
steps of his Lord, scattered and re-kindled the 
smouldering embers, and started beacon fires of 
the gospel outward from ** Judea" to ** Samaria," 
and beyond Galilee to Antioch, in the direction of 
* * the uttermost part of the earth. " Luke 24 :4:7, 48 ; 
Acts 1 :8. 

We have seen in our study of **the missionary 
leadership of the Holy Spirit," that it was from 
Antioch that the first positive foreign missionary 
campaign was undertaken. The church in Jeru- 
salem held the ecclesiastical headquarters and dig- 
nitaries, but the Spirit of God shifts the base of 
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His operations for world evangelization to the 
church in Antioch that was willing to ** set apart" 
its best men **to the work wheretinto he had 
called them." 

2 Arrest and Imprisonment of the Apostle Paul, 

** We and they of that place besought him not to 
go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, What 
do ye, weeping and breaking my heart? Por I am 
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, say- 
ing. The will of the Lord be done." 

**And when there arose a great dissension the 
chief captain, fearing lest Paul should be torn in 
pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go 
down and take him by force from among them, 
and bring him into the castle. And the night fol- 
lowing the Lord stood by him and said, Be of good 
cheer, for as thou hast testified concerning me at 
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at 

Rome." 

'* Felix (the governor), with Drusilla, his wife, 
sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith 

in Christ Jesus." 

** But when two years were fulfilled Felix was suc- 
ceeded by Festus, and left Paul in bonds." . . . 
* 'After certain days Agrippa, the king, and Ber- 
nice arrived at Caesarea and saluted Festus. And 
Festus laid Paul's case before the king." .... 
**And Agrippa said unto Festus, I also could wish 

to hear the man myself." 

** Then Paul made his defense." 
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' * And Agrippa said unto Festus, This man might 
have been set at liberty if he had not appealed 
unto Caesar. And when it was determined that 
we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul to a 
centurion, and embarking in a ship we put to sea." 

**And so we came to Rome.*' 

**And they came to him into his lodging in great 

number." 

**And he abode two whole years in his own hired 
dwelling and received all that went in unto him, 
preaching the kingdom of Grod, and teaching the 
things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all 

boldness, none forbidding him. " 

** Now I would have you know, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out 
rather unto the progress of the gospel; so that my 
bonds became manifest in Christ throughout the 
whole praetorian guard, and to all the rest." 

Acts 21 :12-14. 

23:10,11. 

24:24, 27. 

25:13, 14,22. 

26:1, 32. 

27:1, 2. 

28:14, 23, 30, 31. 
Phil. 1 :12, 13. 
Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and Caesar had been in 
Paul's original program (Acts 9:15), but only by 
arrest and imprisonment could this program be 
fulfilled. His earlier missionary journeys ''from 
Jerusalem round about unto lUyricum," in which 
he had so ** fully preached the gospel of Christ," 
fell short of his farther-reaching purpose * *to preach 
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the gospel in Rome also" and to *'go on unto 
Spain." He had '*a longing for many years" to 
go to Rome, but **was hindered many times." 
(Rom. 15:19-23.) Now, in the good providence 
of God, he has the right of way, and with the 
audience and escort of centurions, chief captains, 
governors, and kings, leisurely takes up his trium- 
phal procession toward Rome. He had touched 
the fringes of Rome's domain and now he was 
closing in on the heart of the empire. 
God*s program for the evangelization of the world 
must be fulfilled. Not only the subjects, but the 
emperor himself must hear the message; and in 
the midst of the tempest ** there stood by him an 
angel of God, saying. Fear not, Paul; thou must 
stand before Caesar." Acts 27:22-25. 
The program of missions contemplates not only the 
** uttermost parts," but the most influential parts 
of the earth, and, in the providence of God, the 
political, commercial, and intellectual capitals of 
the non-Christian world are now accessible to the 
Christian youngmen of North America as Rome was 
to Paul ; and, like Paul in Rome, it is our opportunity 
to lay the foundations of the kingdom of God in 
Tokyo, in Tientsin, in Peking, in Shanghai, in 
Nanking, in Hong Kong, in Calcutta, in Madras, 
in Colombo, and in Rio; and ** there remaineth 
yet much land to be possessed." 

IV. Obstacles not Necessarily a Hindrance to 
Missions. 

1 Withstood by the Sorcerer. 

Barnabas an^ Saul, ** sent forth by the Holy Spirit" 
from Antioch, ** following the line of least resist- 
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. ance," shaped their course toward the old home of 
Barnabas, on the island of Cyprus. (Acts 4:36, 37.) 
They passed through the island from east to west, 
preaching the gospel in the various Jewish syna- 
gogues, and meeting with no opposition or success 
worthy of record. At Paphos, however, a ** wise 
man" (for so is his name by interpretation), who 
had the governor under control, '* withstood them, 
seeking to turn aside the proconsul from the faith." 
This ** son of Belial" had had everything his own 
way up to that moment. But he had never before 
confronted a man **sent forth by the Holy Spirit" 
to evangelize the world. The obstacle interposed 
by him was no more of a hindrance to that parti- 
cular foreign missionary campaign, than the ris- 
ing of a ** street arab" in the British House of 
Commons to object to a war measure of the Brit- 
ish Empire. 

The thunderbolt of righteous indignation and spir- 
itual power, called forth by his opposition, was 
simply an installment of what was promised by 
our risen Lord in His great missionary commission 
to His disciples: "All authority hath been given 
unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye there- 
fore, and make disciples of all nations .... and 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." Matt. 28:18, 19. 

2 The Jews Contradicted and Blasphemed. 

The missionaries, Paul and Barnabas, had had a 
great day in the Jewish synagogue in Antioch of 
Pisidia, and the tides of interest and sympathy 
seemed to be all in their direction. **But when 
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the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
jealousy and contradicted the things which were 
spoken by Paul and blasphemed. And Paul and 
Barnabas spake out boldly and said, It was neces- 
sary that the word of God should first be spoken 
to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles (heathen) .... and the word of the 
Lord was spread abroad throughout aU the region 
.... and the disciples were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit. " Acts 13 :42-52. 
Instead of being frightened or hindered in their 
work by these obstacles of contradiction, blas- 
phemy and persecution, it seems as if the more 
the enemy blasphemed so much the more the mis- 
sionaries were bold to speak and vigorous to exe- 
cute and as a result were able to do a deeper and 
farther reaching work. 

3 Stoned and Dragged Out, 

* 'There came Jews from Antioch and Iconium: and 
having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul 
and dragged him out of the city supposing that he 
was dead. But as the disciples stood round about 
him, he rose up, and entered into the city; and on 
the morrow he went forth with Barnabas to Derbe. 
And when they had preached the gospel to that 
city and had made many disciples, they returned 
to Lystra, and to Iconium and Antioch, confirming 
the souls of the disciples and exhorting them to 
continue in the faith." Acts 14:19-22. 
In our admiration for the courage and pluck of the 
Apostle Paul as a man, let us not lose sight of the 
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inspiration of his mighty motive of foreign mis- 
sions. The reason why **he held not his life of 
any account as dear unto himself," was **that he 
might accomplish his course and the ministry which 
he had received from the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of Grod.'* Acts 20:24: 
One can easily imagine the nerve bracing and spir- 
itual-fibre-producing effect on the "souls of the 
disciples" when this bruised and battered but 
undiscourageable pilgrim was * 'exhorting them to 
continue in the faith," which seemed to have so 
little promise in it of the life that then was. 
Instead of proving a hindrance to Paul's mission, 
the stones of the mob drove home and clinched in 
the lives of these disciples the teachings of Chris- 
tianity as great spiritual realities. A revival of 
real persecution of Christians in our own day 
would be the greatest possible blessing to Chris- 
tianity and the cause of foreign missions. 

4 Certain Men from Judea, 

The names of this influential delegation have not 
been recorded, but they came from headquarters, 
claimed to be Christians, and presented a serious 
obstacle to the missionary enterprise as prose- 
cuted by the church in Antioch through its repre- 
sentatives, Paul and Barnabas. 
**And certain men came down from Judea and 
taught the brethren. Except ye be circumcised, 
after the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 
And when Paul and Barnabas had no small dis- 
sension and questioning with them, the brethren 
appointed that Paul and Barnabas and certain 
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Other of them should go up to Jerusalem unto the 

apostles and elders about this question 

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the 
elders, with the whole church, to choose men out 
of their company and send them to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas .... and they wrote thus 
by them .... Forasmuch as we have heard 
that certain which went out from us have troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, to whom 
we gave no commandment; it seemed good unto 
us, having come to one accord, to choose out men 
and send them unto you with our beloved Barna- 
bas and Paul, men that have hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ .... 
who also shall tell you the same things by word 

of mouth And they, when they were 

dismissed, came down to Antioch; and having 
gathered the multitude together, they delivered 
the epistle. And they rejoiced for the consola- 
tion. " Acts 15 :1-31. 

The outcome of this temporary obstacle was 
a stimulus rather than a hindrance to the mis- 
sionary activity of the church in Antioch. The 
immediate result was that two missionary bands 
were sent out instead of one. (Acts 15:36-41.) 
Another later product of the same kind of opposi- 
tion was the writing by Paul of that priceless 
document of religious liberty, the Epistle to the 
Galatians^ one of the great weapons used by 
Luther in bringing about the German Reforma- 
tion, and a mighty bulwark of the whole Pro- 
testant Church in its contention **for the faith 
once delivered to the saints.** 
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5 The Philippian Jail, 

** They laid hold on Paul and Silas and dragged 
them before the rulers. And when they had laid 
many stripes upon them they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely, 
who cast them into the inner prison and made 
their feet fast in the stocks." We know the story 
— the midnight prayers, the songs of praise, the 
earthquake, the loosing of the bonds, the fright- 
ened jailor, his attempt at suicide, his conversion, 
the joy in his heart and household, the humiliated 
magistrates and the opening of the prison. The 
happenings of that single night in prison have 
illumined the dismal jail of Philippi with the 
glory of the heavenly city. They have furnished 
texts and inspiration for thousands of sermons and 
illustrated and demonstrated the saving power of 
the gospel in every land. 

The chief obstacle to Christian missions is the 
lack of Christianity in Christians. Therefore, if 
we wish to promote the cause of missions — or 
rather, the world-wide extension of the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ — ^we must lead God's people to a 
larger conception of their discipleship and a 
deeper appreciation of the gospel. As a rule, 
people will make little eflEort to propagate a thing 
that they do not appreciate. 
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PARTNERSHIP PRIVILEGES. 

I. Prerogatives of Friendship. 

While not losing sight for an instant of our un worthi- 
ness, and of His condescension in the fact of our 
personal identification with Jesus Christ as **the 
Friend of sinners," it is the privilege of the humble 
yet loyal disciple of Christ to live on higher terms 
of friendship with his Lord. The mission of Christ, 
as **the Captain of our salvation," is not merely 
that of bringing many sinners into safety, but 
rather the ** bringing of many sons into glory" 
(Heb. 2:10); not merely to save men, but to make 
saved men the saviors of their fellow men. Here 
and there in the teachings of Jesus we find the 
strong, clear statements of the prerogatives of that 
higher friendship, to which He invites men, as 
partners with Him in the redemption of the whole 
world, and in the glory, which is the outcome, both 
here and beyond this present life. The first of 
these prerogatives is: — 

1 Knowledge of His Plans. 

** No longer do I call you servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have 
called you friends; for all things that I heard 
from my Father I have made known unto you." 
John 15:15. 

If Christ is in the work of foreign missions, it is 
the privilege of His friends to know what He is 
doing in the establishing of His kingdom in 
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Japan, China, India, and the islands of the sea. 
Perhaps He needs our help there, and cannot 
secure it because we are not sufficiently friendly 
to Him to inform ourselves of the facts. These 
facts, concerning the great mission fields, and 
the work of Christ there, are easily accessible, 
and missionary libraries, mission study classes, 
and reports of living missionaries, may be had 
for the asking. If we know Christ's plans, as 
we may, we are in position to share His work 
with Him, by prayer and giftj as well as by ser- 
vice. To pray ** according to his will,** we must 
know the facts concerning His kingdom. "And 
this is the boldness which we have toward him, 
that, if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us: and if we know that he heareth 
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions which we have asked of him." 
1 John 5 :14, 15. 

2 Comradeship in His Warfare, 

**Go ye and make disciples of all the nations. 
.... And, lo, I am with you alway.*' Matt. 
28:19. 

'*And they went forth and preached everjrwhere, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word by the signs that followed." Mark 16:20. 
**The Lord said unto him, Go thy way; for he 
(Paul) is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel; for I will show him how 
many things he must suffer for my name's sake." 
Acts 9 :15, 16. 
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**And the Lord said iinto Paul in the night by a 
vision, Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
peace, for I am with thee." Acts 18:9. 
**And they overcame him (the devil) because of 
the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their life 
even unto death." Rev. 12:11. 

3 Access to His Resources, 

**A11 authority hath been given unto me; go ye 
therefore." Matt. 28:18, 19. 
**As thou didst send me into the world, even so 
sent I them into the world." John 17:18. 
** Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask me anything in my name, 
that will I do." John 14:13, 14. 
** If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatsoever ye will and it shall be done unto 
you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit: and so shall ye be my disci- 
ples." John 15:7,8. 

** Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, 
that give I thee. In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, walk." Acts 3:6. 
**We have this treasure." 2 Cor. 2:14-17; 3:5; 
4:1-7. 

4 Achievement of His Victories, 

**And the Lrord said unto Joshua, This day will 

I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all '^ 

Israel." Josh. 3:7. 

"And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given 
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into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and 
the mighty men of valor. Josh. 6 :2. 
"The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valor." . . . . **Go in this thy might and 
save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not 
I sent thee?" ... ** Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 
man." Judges 6:12, 14, 16. 
•*The people that know their God shall be strong 
and do exploits." Dan. 11:32. 
**Ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you; and ye shall be my witnesses, 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Sama- 
ria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
Acts 1 :8. 

**And all the multitude kept silence; and they 
hearkened unto Barnabas and Paul rehearsing what 
signs and wonders God had wrought among 
the Gentiles by them." Acts 15:12. 
" I will not dare to speak of any things save those 
which Christ wrought through me, for the obedi- 
ence of the Gentiles, by word and deed, in the 
power of signs and wonders, in the power of the 
Holy Ghost; so that from Jerusalem, and round 
about even unto Illjrricum, I have fully preached 
the gospel of Christ." Rom. 15:18, 19. 
"And I know that when I come unto you, I shall 
come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ." Rom. 15:29. 

5 Growth into His Likeness, 

(1) Renunciation of Self-Sovereignty. 

" Have this mind in you, which was also in 
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Christ Jesus, who .... emptied himself 
.... and humbled himself." Phil. 2:5-8. 
** Ye yourselves know .... after what man- 
ner I was with you all the time, serving the 
Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with tears 
and with trials." Acts 20:18, 19. 

(2) Christian Giving, 

'* Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he himself said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." Acts 20:35. 
"Ye yourselves know that these hands min- 
istered unto my necessities and to them that 
were with me .... that so laboring ye ought 
to help the weak. Acts 20 :34, 35. 

(3) Prayer. 

**And in the morning, a great while before 

day, he rose up and went out and departed into 

a desert place and there prayed." 

** Great mtdtitudes came together to hear . . . . 

but he withdrew himself in the deserts and 

prayed." 

"And it came to pass in these days, that he 

went out into the mountain to pray; and he 

continued all night in prayer to Grod. " 

Mark 1 :35. 

Luke 5 :15, 16. 

Luke 6 :12. 
"We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers; remem- 
bering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labor of love and patience of hope." 
" For what thanksgiving can we render again 
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unto God for you, for all the joy wherewith we 
joy for your sakes before our God; night and 
day praying exceedingly that we may see your 
face and perfect that which is lacking in your 
faith." 

** To which end we also pray always for you, 
that our God may count you worthy of your call- 
ing, and fulfill every desire of goodness and 
every work of faith with power. " 

1 Thes. 1:2, 3. 

1 Thes. 3:9, 10. 

2 Thes. 1 :11. 

(4) A Living Sacrifice . (Rom. 12:1.) 

**The good shepherd layeth down his life for 

the sheep." 

**He saved others; himself he cannot save." 

John 10:11; Matt. 27:42. 

" But I hold not my life of any account as dear 

unto myself, so that I may accomplish my 

course, and the ministry which I received from 

the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 

of God." Act 20:24. 

6 Promotion in His Kingdom. 

While it is true that ** whosoever shall exalt him- 
self shall be humbled," it is equally true that 
* * whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted, " 
and **if any man serve" Jesus Christ, **him 
will the Father honor." Matt. 23:12; John 12:26. 
A civil service examination is now in progress to 
discover men competent and faithful for posi- 
tions of trust in the administration of affairs in 
** Our New Possessions." 

48 



^ 
^ 



PARTNERSHIP PRIVILEGES. 

''Jesus Christ, the ruler of the kings of the 
earth, that loveth us, and loosed us from our 
sins by his blood, made us to be a kingdom and 
priests unto God and his Father." "Then shall 
the king say unto them on his right hand. Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. " 
"Well done, thou good servant; because thou wast 
found faithful in a very little, have thou author- 
ity over ten cities." Rev. 1:6, 6. 

Matt. 25:34. 

Luke 10:17. 
II. The Mission of the Intercessor. 

Christ "ever liveth to make intercession for them 
that draw near unto God through him." "The 
Spirit himself maketh intercession for us, accord- 
ing to the will of God." " I exhort that interces- 
sions be made for all men .... this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who will- 
eth that all men should be saved." "And this is 
the boldness which we have toward him, that, if 
we ask anything according to his will, he heareth 
us : and, if we know that he heareth us, whatso- 
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
which we have asked of him. " * * The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God; but the things 
that are revealed belong unto us." 

Heb. 7:25. 

Rom. 8 :26, 27, 34. 

1 Tim. 2 :l-8. 

1 John 5 :14, 15. 

Deut. 29 :29. 
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1 // is therefore the mission of the intercessor to dem- 
onstrate the proposition of prayer for the salvation 
of men ^ joining with Christ, who is **able to save 
to the uttermost" because of His continued inter- 
cession, and reinforced by the Spirit of God, who 
** also helpeth our infirmity" in prayer, and teaches 
us to pray ** according to the will of God." 
There is no room here for mysticism or fad or 
fanaticism or spiritual pride ; but facing the 
world's need of salvation, and with confidence in 
the ability and disposition of Christ to save, we 
are willing, though conscious of ** infirmity," to 
form the human link in God's purpose of grace 
**that all men should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth." We need not go astray, 
for there is a path made by human feet, as Abra- 
ham, Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Daniel and Jesus in 
His earthly life have left a record of their inter- 
cession. We also have ** boldness to enter" by **a 
new and living way," which Paul knew well and 
freely used. 

% It is the mission of the intercessor to overcome 
human limitations. 

(1) The limitation of time. 
The missionary attempting his work single- 
handed takes perhaps four to six weeks to 
reach his field, and as much more time to get a 
letter back to his friends describing his work 
and its needs. The intercessor can reach the 
field and help to meet the needs of his friend in 
less than thirty minutes. The missionary may 
require two years to acquire the language well 
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enough to preach the gospel in it efiEectively. 
The intercessor, while waiting for his friend to 
acquire the language, may reinforce also as 
many other missionaries who already have the 
language as he has the disposition to pray for. 

(2) The limitation of space. 

While it is philosophically correct to say that no 
man can be in two places in the same instant of 
time, yet it is equally true that in one hour of 
prayer the intercessor may make himself a fac- 
tor in the work of God on five continents and 
several islands of the sea. 

(3) The limitation of wisdom, 

'* Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and the knowledge of God ! How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past tracing 
out!" (Rom. 11:33.) And yet it is along the 
**far flung battle line" of a campaign for the 
world's evangelization, planned and in process 
of execution by such wisdom and knowledge, 
that the intercessor finds his fullest occupation 
and opportunity. He can therefore confidently 
affirm with the Apostle Paul, ** I so run as not 
uncertainly, so fight I as not beating the air." 
1 Cor. 9 :26. 

(4) The limitation of power. 

The intercessor may be a man of but average 
ability among men, but a mighty man of God 
in prayer. He may even have faith enough to 
believe and act on the words of Christ, *' Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me, 
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the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto 
the Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask me 
anything in my name that will I do." John 
14:12-14. 

^ It is the mission of the intercessor to draw near to 
God, 

**And Abraham drew near." **And Moses re- 
turned unto the Lord." ** Elijah the prophet 
came near." **And I set my face unto the 
Lord." But not merely in the act of prayer, 
but in the preparation of the life for prayer, 
does the intercessor draw near to God. "But 
now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far oflE 
are made nigh in the blood of Christ." 
** Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by 
the new way which he dedicated for us, a new 
and living way .... and having a great high 
priest over the house of God; let us draw near 
with a true heart." 

** Every high priest, being taken from among 
men, is appointed for men in things pertaining to 
God; .... he himself also is compassed with 
infirmity, and by reason thereof is bound, as for 
the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins." 
"Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the 
Lord." 

"The supplication of a righteous man (a man 
of rectified life) availeth much in its working." 
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**Por their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 
themselves also may be sanctified in truth." 

Gen. 18:23. 
Ex. 32:31, 32. 
1 Kings 18 :36-39. 
Dan. 9:1-22. 
Eph. 2:13. 
Heb. 10:19-22. 
Heb. 6:1-3. 
Is. 62:11. 
John 17:19. 
James 6 :16. 

Christ has given us no higher incentive to live a 
Christ-like life than that of becoming helpers to 
our fellow men through intercession. Following 
our Lord's example, we may say, " For their 
sakes'* I draw near to God in the cultivation of 
a deeper, broader, higher and farther-reaching 
Christian life, in order that I may eflEectively 
make intercession for them ^4n things pertaining 
to God." 

III. Buying up Opportunities. 

" Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, but 
as wise, redeeming the time (buying up the opportunity), 
because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is." Eph. 5 : 15-17. 

Opportunities redeemed in time, become posses- 
sions to be enjoyed for eternity. To ** understand 
what the will of the Lord is" regarding our use of 
opportunities, we must know what the teaching of 
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the Lord is, showing His estimate of opportunities, 
and the best way to redeem them. 

1 The Opportunity of Discipleship. 

On the authority of Christ, Mary, rather than her 
sister Martha, made the best use of her opportim- 
ity as a disciple of Jesus. ** Martha, Martha, thou 
art anxious and troubled about many things: but 
one thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the 
good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her." What had she done? The record says that 
** Mary sat at the Lord's feet, and heard his word." 
Luke 10:38-41. 

It is therefore evident that no amount of *' Chris- 
tian work," even to the degree of nervous prostra- 
tion, will ** buy up the opportunity" of sitting ** at 
the Lord's feet," and hearing **his word." 

2 The Opportunity of Seeing Harvest Fields^ and 

Reaping in Them, 

** Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then 
Cometh the harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; that they are 
white already unto harvest. He that reapeth 
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal." "When he saw the multitudes, he was 
moved with compassion for them, because they 
were distressed and scattered, as sheep not hav- 
ing a shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, 
The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
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vest, that he send forth laborers into his harvest." 
John 4:36, 36; Matt. 9:36-38. 
What a strange phenomenon, that the swiftly 
moving procession of one thousand millions of 
accessible Christless souls of our own generation, 
presents no suggestion of an opportunity to the 
majority of the professed followers of Christ ! And 
yet we shall meet them again at the judgment. 

3 The Opportunity of Christian Stewardship, 

Whatever may be our preconceived ideas, or hab- 
its of giving or of withholding, the fair-minded 
Christian will concede that it is not wise or safe to 
adopt as settled principles an3rthing in conflict with 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. Beginning with 
this reasonable proposition, we are led to inquire 
whether Christ has left on record any positive 
teachings or commands to His disciples regarding 
their duties and privileges in relation to money, 
and the uses to which it may be applied by them. 
In the twelfth, fourteenth and sixteenth chapters 
of Luke's Gospel we find the following: — 
"And one out of the multitude said unto him. 
Master, bid my brother divide the inheritance with 
me. But he said unto him, Man, who made me a 
judge or a divider over you? And he said unto 
them. Take heed, and keep yourselves from covet- 
ousness; for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth." 
Then He gave the parable of the rich man, whose 
ground brought forth plentifully and who under- 
took to pull down his bams to build greater, and 

55 



PARTNERSHIP PRIVILEGES. 

added, **So (foolish) is he that layeth up treasure 
for himself and is not rich toward God." 
**A11 these things do the nations of the world seek 
after; but your Father knoweth that ye have need 
of these things. Howbeit, seek ye his kingdom 
and these things shall be added unto you." 
"Sell that ye have and give alms; make for your- 
selves purses which wax not old, a treasure in the 
heavens that f aileth not. " 

**Let your loins be girded about and your lamps 
burning; and be ye yourselves like unto men look- 
ing for their lord." 

•* Who, then, is the faithful and wise steward whom 
his lord shall set over his household to give them 
their portion of food in due season? Blessed is 
that servant whom his lord, when he cometh, shall 
find so doing." 

**To whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
much be required. " 

"Whosoever he be of you that renounceth not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple." 
"And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends 
by means of the mammon of unrighteousness; 
that, when it shall fail, they may receive you into 
the eternal habitations. " 

"If ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true 
riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another's, who will give you that which is 
your own?" 

" No servant can serve two masters Ye 

cannot serve God and mammon." 
"And the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, 
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m 

heard all these thin^; and they scoffed at him.*' 
(Their successors are doing it yet.) 

Luke 12:13-21. 
12 :29-36. 
12:42, 43. 
12:48. 
14:33. 
16:9-15. 

These passages establish several principles of 
Christian stewardship. 

(1) The disciple of Christ is not obliged to * 'divide 
the inheritance " with his brother, but is warned 
against covetousness, lest the love of an earthly 
inheritance prevent him from becoming **rich 
toward God. " Luke 12 :13-21. 

(2) Christ favors the principle of ownership in 
property, but the disciple is not the owner. 
Luke 12:41-48; 14:33. 

(3) No disciple of Christ can be '* his own master*' 
in the matter of money, but he must either 
acknowledge the mastership of Christ or be over- 
mastered by the power of money. Luke 16:13. 

(4) God exacts no legal rate of interest from His 
"stewards," but trusts them to faithfully guard 
His interests (which they are expected to make 
their own), requires a reckoning, and rewards 
them in proportion to their faithfulness. Luke 
16 :1(>-12. 

(5) Christ asks His disciples to practice self-denial 
in the expending of money upon themselves, 
that they may invest it for God, and offers them 
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a large share in the dividends. Luke 12:29-34; 

Luke 16:9-12. 
If these teachings and principles of Christian stew- 
ardship are true, certain things follow : — 

(a) It is as sacred a calling to make money for God, 
and spend it for the extension of His kingdom, as 
it is to preach the gospel, for, " How shall they 
preach, except they be sent?'* Rom. 10:15. 

(b) Instead of giving one-tenth of our income to 
God and putting our expenses upon a millionaire 
basis, it is our privilege to put our expenses upon 
a missionary basis and give the balance of our 
income to God. 

(c) As ** prohibition does not prohibit," except 
where enforced by the moral sense of a commun- 
ity, so these principles of Christian stewardship 
will be a "dead letter," unless reinforced by a 
mighty spiritual purpose. ' *The Pharisees heard 
all these things, and they scoffed at Christ," 
because ** they were lovers of money." 

(d) There is need of a revival in Christian steward- 
ship, and of a Stewards^ Volunteer Movement 
for foreign missions. 

IV. What Shall We Have Therefore? 

** Then answered Peter and said unto him, Lo, we 
have left all, and followed thee; what then shall 
we have! And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 
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every one that hath left houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or lands, 
for my name's sake, shall receive a hundred-fold, 
and shall inherit eternal life." Matt. 19:27-29. 

Observe carefully the Conditions: 

1 ** Ye, which have followed me," 

2 '* Hath left" persons and things **for my name's 
sake." 

Mark well the Promises: 

1 ** Shall receive a hundred-fold," 

2 *' Shall inherit eternal Ufe." 
It was Peter who said : ** Lo, we have left all and 
have followed thee. What, then, shall we have?" 
What had he left? A broken fishing net, a cheap 
fishing boat, and a small fish business. What did 

\ he receive? A princely place and power among 

men, a leadership in the kingdom of God, glory, 
honor, immortality, eternal life. 
Christ said of Paul, as he stood upon the threshold 
of his larger life, **I will show him how many 
things he must suffer for my name's sake." (Acts 
9:16.) Paul himself mentions ** labors, prisons, 
stripes, deaths, shipwrecks, joumeyings, perils, 
hunger, thirst, cold, anxiety." 2 Cor. 11:23-28. 
But Paul has left on record his confidence as to the 
outcome: **I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me the crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; and not only to me, 
but also to all them that have loved his appearing." 
2 Tim. 4:7, 8. 
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We have seen that it is the Christian's privilege to 
be completely identified with His Lord in His 
mighty works for the salvation of men. In fact, 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the earth's majority 
still tinder the power of darkness, the Christlike 
characters and achievements of those who have 
given themselves wholly to the service of Christ's 
kingdom, all clearly indicate that Christ is hold- 
ing back His richest blessings from His disciples 
until they are willing to forsake all, and follow 
Him in His colossal enterprise for the world's 
complete redemption. 
" What shall we have therefore f** 

1 We shall have a clear conscience; the consciousness 
that we are not hindering the gospel either from 
getting the victory in our own life, or from reach- 
ing through us to the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts 20:24, 26, 27; Rom. 1:14-16. 

2 We shall have fellowship with Christ; a fellow- 
ship that we cannot have while we are living for 
things Christ died to save us from, and are dead 
to things Christ lives to identfy us with. John 
15:10, 14. 

3 We shall have the victory over the unholy trin- 
ity, **the world, the flesh, and the devil." Our 
open face toward God, and fellowship with Christ, 
will bring into our life those saving forces of the 
gospel, the names of which we have frequently 
conjured with, but concerning the powers of which 
we have been strangely sceptical. 1 John 2:12-17. 

4 We shall have the consciousness of power; a power 
not our own by nature, or by education; a power 
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PARTNERSHIP PRIVILEGES. 

not understood or counterfeited by men of the 
world; the power given by Jesus Christ to His 
witnesses for the world's evangelization. Matt. 
28:18, 19; Acts 1:8. 

5 We shall have joy in conflict^ and peace in perplex- 
ity^ like one who, in a certain place, testified, 
** pressed on every side, yet not straitened; per- 
plexed, yet not unto despair; pursued, yet not for- 
saken; smitten down, yet not destroyed." 2 Cor. 
4:7-9. 

6 We shall have "a treasure in the heavens^'* where 
we will most need it, for the ** eternal life" in our 
* * long home. " Luke 12 :33. 

May God, not alone help us to see the vision, but 
gird us with strength to be ** not disobedient to" 
it! Acts 26:12-20; 2:25. 
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At the thirty-third International Convention o£ 
Yonng Men's Christian Associations, held at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, May 25-28, 1899, the following 
resolution was adopted: — 

Resolved, That we urge upon the associations a 
larger measure of attention to Bible study, for a 
more comprehensive grasp of the Scriptures as a 
whole, for the promotion of spiritual growth, for 
training in Christian service, and for winning 
young men to Christ Not only should every asso- 
ciation maintain at least one Bible class, but asso- 
ciations in towns and cities should conduct a num- 
ber of courses of study, which shall accomplish the 
above objects, and in which the Holy Scripture 
shall be studied as coming from " holy men of God 
who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost'' 
(II. Pet. 1:22), "not in the words which man's wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth" 
(II. Cor. 2:13), and to be "received not as the 
word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of 
God" (I. Thess. 2:13). 



